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Consideration of the concept of ‘Coolness’ using Picture Mining Methods
Analysis of Women’s evaluation of ‘Cool Biz’ styles as Contemporary Men’s Fashion
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In postwar Japan, the concept “masculinity” was equated with that of ‘coolness’ in men’s fashion. But this has changed
and now coolness has been developed to another concept. Although the concept of coolness has changed, there are no
studies in coolness among Men’s Studies (Dansei-gaku) and Men’s Fashion studies. This was due to the abstract concept
of coolness, which made the conceptualization and measurement difficult. This paper makes an attempt to conceptualize
coolness. In order to achieve this goal, we will first review coolness from the Men'’s studies point of view. Afterwards, we
will analyze cool-biz pictures, using the Picture Mining Methods to conceptualize coolness.

Technology Environments and Social Environments have made Picture Mining Methods useful as a research method.
In this paper, we will discuss the concept, methods, and the validity of Picture Mining methods. This research which do
not dependent on language is more useful than the verbal dependent research, especially in the fashion field. From this
point of view, we will conduct a research and analyze the coolness of ‘cool-biz’ styles in men’s fashion. An important factor
of coolness can be defined as, ‘perfect fitness’, which had a high evaluation as a business style, even if the world of coolness

is changing. (206 words)
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